










3. Semper-o-Rama  AW p. 6

Placing faith in the hands of the people means the church reformed will look different 

in different places—Semper Reformanda. Talk about what happens to the original 

meaning of messages in a game of Telephone or when posted on Wikipedia, where 

people can add to or adapt them. Invite kids to think about the benefits and drawbacks 

of involving lots of people as something progresses. Introduce the activity.

Questions for conversation while you work:
• �How are you affected by seeing what other people draw? 

• �How are the finished drawings alike? Different? 

• �What is there that you alone never would have added?

• �Do any of the drawings feel like your own? Why? Or why not?

• �How is drawing together like people working together in the church? 

• �How does God work through circumstances, situations, and personalities to shape the 
message and the church today?  

4. On Your Mark, Get Set, Scroll  AW p. 7

How are kids tied into the long line of people of faith—John Calvin, Martin 

Luther, their grandparents, you? Sometimes as a family heirloom is passed along 

it changes a bit. An old lamp may need a new shade. As the Reformed tradition 

passed from the 16th to the 21st century some things changed and some stayed 

the same. The reasons may have been functional or perhaps sentimental. Like a 

roll of toilet paper (a very long scroll), our traditions connect us to our past, speak 

to us today, and move us to our future. Introduce the activity.

Questions for conversation while you work:
• �Why do we keep things or pass them on? 

• �How can the way people spoke about reality and understood their faith in the 
past help us today? 

• �What does the place you began represent to you? Why is it important?

• �Where are you in this game—beginning, end, passer, receiver? 
Where are you in the big picture of your own faith tradition?

Where’s this going? 
Kids build on the work of those 
before them to explore the 
idea of “the church reformed, 
always being reformed.”

Get this stuff 
Colored pencils. Markers. 
Crayons. Other art supplies.

Semper Reformanda
[sem-per re-for-man-da]
The church reformed, always 
being reformed. Since God’s 
word continues to speak anew 
and since God continues to care 
and provide for people in today’s 
changing world, we adapt the 
ways we understand our faith 
and the ways we participate 
with God in the world.

Where’s this going? 
Kids physically and actively  
pass it on.

Get this stuff 
Full rolls of toilet paper. 
Permission for activity 
in sanctuary.
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Regroup
Look at the stickies positioned under God, the Church, and individual 

Christians. Ask kids to rearrange, if needed. Write the word because in 

front of God. Ask kids to shout out actions of “the Church” and Christians 

in sentences starting with, “Because God . . .” (Because God creates, the 

Church celebrates and Christians create too! Because God hear us, the 

Church listens and Christians share.) 

Share
Go around the group and ask each person to share what they’ve done (if 

they’re comfortable) and explain how they did it and why. Affirm all thoughtful 

explanations and attempts at the work. Point out two or three things about 

each kid’s work that you like best. Invite others to offer thoughtful observations.

Questions for conversation:

• �What does “God is sovereign” mean in your life? 

• �How do you see God’s sovereignty in your life? In the world?

• �How are you a witness to God? A participant in God’s work? A reformer?

• What might be the next ways the church adapts to stay true to God’s 

   word in this time and place? 

Send
Prayer, recognizing God’s sovereignty and love, our grateful response, 

honest confession, and faithful participation are all central to the 

Reformed tradition. Cultivating a simple liturgical prayer ritual to end 

every session can deepen and enrich your experience as a group.

Gather around the shallow bowl filled with sand. Light one candle and 

place it in the bowl. (Be careful with fire!) Remind kids that we believe God 

hears our prayers. We respond with gratitude and name our needs. Invite 

each kid to light a candle, place it in the bowl, and share simple words or 

phrases describing  things they are grateful for or needs in their lives or 

the world. (For peace. For my grandma who is sick.) All respond, “God, 

in your mercy, hear our prayer.” If desired, finish with the Lord’s Prayer.

 

respond
15–20 minutes

Capture it
Use a digital camera, camcorder, 
scanner, web cam, or audio recorder 
to capture group conversation and 
individual pieces of work. Upload 
them to your online galleries, 
or ask students to do so.
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Get this stuff 
Stickies on Whiteboard from Prepare. 
Wide, shallow bowl of sand. Basket  
of candles. Matches.

Consider this
“No one in the history of Christian 
thought has written on prayer 
as much as John Calvin.” 

—Victor Shepherd 
“John Calvin on Prayer,” 

Renewal Fellowship, 
Summer 2005
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