














4. Carnival of Tndulgences .

Luther knew buying one’s way into heaven was not possible, even though
the church was advertising that possibility. Sometimes it’s not possible to
win a game even if it looks possible. Challenge teams to follow the Anti-
Workbook suggestions to create an impossible-to-win kind of gome, complete
with directions and a carnie call to lure people in. Then try them out.

Questions for conversation while you work:
* Have you ever been tricked by a game you couldn’t win? When
did you know it was impossible? What was your reaction? Do think
the people who win are allowed to win or truly outsmart it?
* What's the catch with indulgences? Why can’t you buy or earn your
way into forgiveness?
* Tetzel's traveling fun show selling indulgences raised a lot of
money. Is there anything for which a church should charge?
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Where'’s this going?
ids experiment with what
akes an idea stick.

>et this stuff ‘
Sticky notes. Pens. Various
ndhesives: Tape. Masking tape.
Duct tape. Glue sticks. Gum

here’s this going?
ids recognize the futility of trying
D earn one’s way into heaven.

et this stuff

tuff to make a game: Cardboard.
astic water bottles. Aluminum
ans. Paper plates. Deck of cards.
ugar cubes. Coins, etc.

ack it up

Step right up! Step right up! And
y your indulgences here! The

osy way to pay for your sins and

eep you and your loved-ones out
purgatory!”

etzel in re:form Traditions DVD




respond

15-20 minutes

Pegroup

Write “Pope’s Suggestion Box” and “Insert Comments Here” on the
top of a box. Pass out paper slips. Invite Kids to write suggestions
to Luther’'s Pope about merits, indulgences, grace, and so on. Invite
one kid to play the pope, wearing the hat, holding the suggestion
box, reading the suggestions, and ad libbing responses. The pope
may or may not choose to put your suggestions in the box.

Share

Go around the group and ask each person to share what they've
done (if they’re comfortable) and explain how they did it and
why. Affirm all thoughtful explanations and attempts at the work.
Point out two or three things about each kid's work that you

like best. Invite others to offer thoughtful observations.

box. Water. Marker. Ice cream
. Paper slips. Spoons. Pens. Toy
Hat. Rag.

) digital camera, camcorder,

er, web cam, or audio recorder
capture group conversation and
dual pieces of work. Upload

‘to your online galleries,
Questions for conversation while you work: students to do so.

* What kind of a reformer are you: reforming from the inside or breaking
away, quietly working for change or staging an all-out protest?

e Luther had important points, but it's hard to get past “filthy sow” and
“anti-Christ” language. What reforming advice would you offer Luther?

* People say stuff like, “l don't go to church, but I'm a good person.” How
does being a good person relate to being saved by grace through faith?

Send

Stagnant water stinks. Even the water in the baptismal font has
to be changed or floaters appear! Set a container of water in the
middle of the Kids. Plop a toy boat into the water. One of Martin
Luther’s gifts was reminding us that sometimes you have to stir
things up—even if it rocks the boat. Invite each Kid to stir the
water as fast as possible without sloshing any over the sides
while naming one thing that he or she would like to reform.

uther: “Are you...are you
-selling forgiveness?!”
zel: “That’s right father,
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